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Abstract

Women are confronted with a lot of problems. In different parts of
the world, some social and cultural attitudes still discourage the
women from getting their established and assigned rights. The
factors which are responsible for this phenomenon include societal
norms, orthodoxy and some social customs contrary to islamic
instructions. For instance, discrimination against women could be
in terms of inadequate nutrition, denial or limited access to
education, health and property rights, child labor, domestic violence
and forceful marriage. So far as the Islamic instructions are
concerned, these are derived from Quran and Sunnah and clearly
describe women’s rights but, due to some socio-religious customs
and undesirable behaviors the societal status and role of women have
been badly affected. An international document, the convention on
the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women also
lists the rights of all girls and women. CEDAW recommends that
all discriminations against girls and women must be ended. In this
paper, the terms have been analyzed in the context of islamic
instructions and teachings, in order to provide academic material
for bringing positive change in the society.
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“Discrimination against girls and women means directly or

indirectly treating girls and women differently from boys and men

in a way which prevents them from enjoying their rights.”’
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“Governments must not allow discrimination against girls and
women. There must be laws and policies to protect them from any
discrimination. All national laws and policies must be based on

equality of girls and women and boys and men. There should be
punishment for not following the law.”3
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“Governments must take actions in all fields - political, social,

economic, and cultural - to ensure girls and women can enjoy basic
human rights and freedoms.”?
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“Governments should take special measures or special actions to end
discrimination against girls and women. The special actions that
favour girls and women are not a way of discriminating against boys
and men. They are meant to speed up equality between girls and

women and boys and men. These specific measures should last until
equality between girls and women and boys and men is achieved.”
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“Governments must work to change stereotypes about girls and

women and boys and men, especially if these roles are based on boys

and men being considered better than women and girls.”’
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“Governments must take action, including making new laws, to end
trafficking and prostitution of girls and women.”1
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“Women have the same right to vote and be elected to government

positions. Girls and women have the right to take part in the

decisions a government makes and the way it carries them out. They

have the right to participate in non-governmental organizations
(NGO:s).”?
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“Girls and women have the right to represent their country at the
international level and to participate in the work of international
organizations [such as the United Nations, the European Union,
and the International Committee of the Red Cross, among many
others].”?
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“Girls and women have the right to have a nationality, and to

change it if they want. A woman’s nationality must not be changed

automatically just because she got married, or because her husband

changed his nationality. Women can pass on their nationality to
their children, the same as men.”1
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“Governments must end discrimination against girls and women in
education. Girls and women have a right to education, just as boys
and men do. Girls and women should have access to career guidance
and professional training at all levels; to studies and schools; to
examinations, teaching staff, school buildings, and equipment; and
opportunities to get scholarships and grants, the same as boys and
men. Girls and women have the right to take part in sports and
physical education, and to get specific information to ensure the
health and well-being of families. Governments should make sure
girls do not drop out of school. They should also help girls and
women who have left school early to return and complete their
education.”
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“Governments must make sure that girls and women are not

discriminated against in health care. Girls and women must get

health care on the same terms as boys and men. In particular, women

have the right to services related to family planning and
pregnancy.”3
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“Girls and women have the same rights as boys and men in all areas
of economic and social life, like getting family benefits, getting bank
loans and taking part in sports and cultural life.”
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“Women have a right to work just like men. They should be able to

join a profession of their choice. Women must have the same chances

to find work, get equal pay, promotions and training and have access

to healthy and safe working conditions. Women should not be

discriminated against because they are married, pregnant, just had

a child or are looking after children. Women should get the same

assistance from the government for retirement, unemployment,
sickness and old age.”?
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“Governments must do something about the problems of girls and
women who live in rural areas and help them look after and
contribute to their families and communities. Girls and women in
rural areas must be supported to take part in and benefit from rural
development, health care, loans, education and proper living

conditions, just like boys and men do. Rural girls and women have
a right to set up their own groups and associations.”!

MG il gt e VP s 2 2 0Py S L E P Ul S S U o
2o 35803 k-g b (S sl s o U § S $:0 < fon
U S ufayfgjg/g/v/,!(i"“‘dﬁwﬁ}‘cf:J_m);uﬁr_u} sl
e Jb oLl e o f 1 S S b b e St £

"_Lla

YR

Ut Bt Pl st Tl st b £ 15§ UF w25 15 S UF s
bettuf o G S U U3t § U s S LG GES P10 S Sl s o § U
o S, Sk 1T TP Gent IS0 Sl fUs Yt F g s SIS s
UFS g T8 b Al il f S A p o et e S5 28 15
L LI EAT S e § S P U B Guh F e Lie il o F G
L E s
(e b SOW L f15 10

e $sp 5SS F Juib“frr S J;,g Jr,),b»u}t;,w}? L8
U F TP Losbe

' www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention, (accessed July15, 2018)
141


http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm#article1
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm#article1
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm#article1
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm#article1

;JWL}.G‘J:gJJ/l:).{/&M“CEDAW”Mb»(}Jb(wr]uj)’p

“Girls and women and boys and men are equal before the law,
including laws about freedom to go where they choose, choosing
where to live, signing contracts and buying and selling properties.
Women have the same “legal capacity” as men.”?
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“Women have the same rights as men to choose whom they marry,

the number of children they want to have and to care for them when
they are born. Women also have the equal right to the property that
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they get with their husband while they are married. To end child
marriage, governments must set a lowest age for marriage and make
sure this is followed. All marriages must be registered (officially
recorded with the government)”!
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