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ABSTRACT

Human beings are the cynosure of the whole universe. Islam and Buddhism
both emphasized the sanctity of human life. The killing of people is not allowed
in Islam in any form whatsoever. In Buddhism, the non-violence (Ahimsa)
philosophy states that every living thing’s life is sacred. This study is aimed to
identify the teachings of Islam and Buddhism regarding corpse’s reverence and
abortion. Islam markedly stress on the holiness of human life. In Islam, it is
not permissible for a person to attack someone's life or property or reputation.
According to Buddhist’s concept of Karma and Cycle of Samsara, the life of
human beings is equal to that of all other living things that is why Buddhism
does not allow the killing of insects. A comparative methodology will be
adopted in this study. It is concluded that both Islam and Buddhism have the
same viewpoint on the sanctity of human life but regarding the corpse’s
reverence and abortion, these have a different perspective.

Keywords: Sanctity, Human life, Islam, Buddhism, Corpse’s reverence,
Abortion, Comparative study.
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“Sabbe tasanti dandassa, Sabbe bhayanti macunno, Attanam
upamam katwa, Na haneyya na ghataye”®

“All tremble at violence, all fear death. Comparing (others) with
oneself, one should not kill or cause to kill”7
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SvVinaya, Texts, 1: 211.
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*Ellwood, Robert S. & Gregory. D. Alles, Encyclopedia of World Religions (New York:
Facts On File Inc., 1998), 10.
®Acharya Buddharakkhita, The Dhammahpada, A Practical guide to Right living
(Bangalore: Buddha Vacana Trust, Maha Buddha Society), 129:52.
"Norman K. R, The Dhmmapada: The Word of the Doctrine (Oxford: The Pali text
society, 2000), 129:20.
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Thera, Narada, The Dhammapada ( Kuala Lumpur : Buddhist Missionary Society,
1978), 123.
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