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ABSTRACT

Three types of academic sources are crucial for understanding the Hindu tradition in our
times: a) scriptures and the classical texts that are available mostly in Sanskrit b) works in
the English language produced by orientalists, religious studies scholars, and some modern
Hindu religious leaders themselves, and c) writings of colonial/post-colonial Hindu and
Muslim scholars on Hinduism in Hindi/Urdu language that is understood by a vast
majority of the population in South Asia. Many Hindu authors used to write on their
religion in Urdu using the Perso-Arabic script in colonial India. Similarly, some Muslim
authors also produced scholarly works on Hinduism in Urdu, which could open up better
Hindu-Muslim understanding. However, Urdu ceased to be the medium of such writings
when religion and language surfaced as two vital factors in national identity constructions
in the changing sociopolitical milieu, a process through which the Urdu language became
associated with Muslim culture and religion. As a result, the number of Urdu works on
Hinduism decreased sharply after British India's partition along religious lines.
Nevertheless, this body of Urdu literature is an essential part of the history of modern
Hinduism. Keeping this in view, we have produced a comprehensive thematic bibliography of
Urdu works on Hinduism, including books, dissertations, and journal articles, which would
help preserve the history of the indigenous study of Hinduism in modern times.

Keywords: Hinduism; Academic Sources; Urdu; Bibliography; Indian Subcontinent;
Religious Literature; Hindu-Muslim Relations; Identity.
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2Eric J. Sharpe, Comparative Religion: A History (London: Duckworth, 2003), 1-26.

% Steven M. Wasserstrom, “Islamicate History of Religions?,” History of Religions 27,

no.4 (1988): 405-411.

4 Michael Stausberg, “The Study of Religion(s) in Western Europe (I): Prehistory and

History until World War I1,” Religion 37, no. 4 (2007):303-308.
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1 Joseph M. Kitagawa, and John Strong, “Friedrich Max Miiller and the Comparative
Study of Religion," in Nineteenth Century Religious Thought in the West 3, ed. Ninian
Smart, John Clayton, Patrick Sherry, and Steven T. Katz (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1985), 204-208; N. J. Girardot, "Max Miller's "Sacred Books" and the
Nineteenth-Century Production of the Comparative Science of Religions," History of
Religions 41, no.3 (2002): 219-232.

2Sharpe, Comparative Religion, 2.

3See Glyn Richards, ed. A Source Book of Modern Hinduism (Surrey: Routledge, 1985).
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*Tony K. Stewart, “In Search of Equivalence: Conceiving Muslim-Hindu Encounter
Through Translation Theory,” History of Religions 40, no. 3(2001): 261.
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1See Peter Gottschalk, Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British
India (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 331-338.
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1. F. Blumhardt, Hindustani Printed Books in the Library of the British Museum (London:
Longmans & Co., 1889).
2). F. Blumhardt, A Supplementary Catalogue ofHindustani Printed Books in the Library of the

British Museum (London: Longmans & Co., 1909).
%Salim al-Din Quraishi, Urdu Books: A Descriptive Catalogue of Works in the Oriental and India
Office Collections of the British Library London (Islamabad: National Language Authority, 2000).
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